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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THORACIC SURGERY 
Announcement of 1996 Annual Meeting 
T he Seventy-sixth Annual Meeting of The American Association for Thoracic Surgery will be held April 
28-May 1, 1996, in San Diego, California, at the San 
Diego Convention Center. Headquarters for the meet- 
ing will be the Hyatt Regency San Diego Hotel. The 
meeting of the Association is open to all physicians. 
House Officers and Fellows will be admitted without 
payment of a registration fee upon presentation f a 
letter from their Chief of Service at the time of 
registration. Nonmember physicians will be required 
to pay a $150 registration fee. Members, nonmember 
physicians, and invited speakers have the privilege of 
discussing papers. 
Requests for preregistration forms and hotel 
reservations 
Information on the 1996 Annual Meeting, includ- 
ing registration, hotel accommodations, and social 
program, became available in December of 1995. 
Requests hould be forwarded irectly to: 
American Association for Thoracic Surgery 
Thirteen Elm Street 
Manchester, MA 01944 
(508) 526-8330; fax (508) 526-7521 
Material for the program 
Abstracts of all papers proposed for presentation at 
the 1996 meeting must have been received on or 
before November 3, 1995; otherwise they will not be 
considered by the Program Committee. The work 
must not have been presented or reported elsewhere. 
They should be accompanied by a Transmittal of 
Abstract Form, which became available in August 
1995 from the Association's office listed above, and 
appeared in the JOU~AL in the August issue. The 
abstract must be typed, double-spaced, on one side of 
one 81/2 by 11 inch sheet, and should accurately and 
clearly reflect he content of the completed paper. No 
reference should be made on the abstract to the names 
or institutions of the authors. Papers ubmitted for the 
Forum sessions hould be clearly labeled "For Tho- 
racic Surgery Forum" at the top of the sheet. The 
Forum is primarily for the presentation of current 
cardiothoracic research in progress, experimental 
problems, anatomic studies, and modified or new 
surgical techniques. 
Papers ubmitted by nonmembers must be accom- 
panied by a letter of sponsorship from a member of 
the Association. Three clearly legible copies of each 
abstract together with one Transmittal of Abstract 
Form should be sent to: 
PRISM PRODUCTIONS 
AATS Abstract Division 
5040 Pine Creek Drive 
Westerville, Ohio 43081 
Receipt of each abstract will be acknowledged by 
mail. Notification of the decision of the Program 
Committee will be distributed by February 2, 1996. 
Essayists elected for the program are reminded 
that papers presented atthe meeting are to be submit- 
ted for consideration for publication to the JOUP, NAI~ 
and must be handed to the Chair immediately prior to 
their presentation. Forum papers which are longer 
than five double-spaced pages or contain more than a 
total of four figures and tables together will be auto- 
matically rejected from consideration for publication. 
Applications for membership 
Applications for membership n the Association 
must have been received by the Membership Commit- 
tee Chairman no later than September 29, 1995. 
Applications received after that date will be deferred 
automatically for consideration u til the 1997 meeting. 
Applicants must be sponsored by three Active or 
Senior Members of the Association who are not 
members of the Membership Committee. Members 
should write the Chairman of the Membership 
Committee requesting that an application form be 
sent to the candidate. Requests may be sent to: 
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Chairman, Membership Committee 
American Association for Thoracic Surgery 
Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center 
117 Fort Washington Avenue 
7th Floor, Room 435 
New York, New York 10032 
(212) 305-6380 
James L. Cox, MD, Secretary 
THE WESTERN THORACIC SURGICAL ASSOCIATION 
Annual meeting notes 
T he Twenty-first Annual Meeting of The,Western Thoracic Surgical Association took place at The Coeur d'Alene Resort in Coeur d Alene, Idaho, June 21-24, 1995. The President, Dr. 
Craig Miller, presented several interesting insights in his Presidential Address entitled "A 
Surgical Ode to the Mitral Valve (With Apologies to John Keats [1795-1821])." Twenty-six 
scientific papers were presented and discussed. The Annual Postgraduate Course, sponsored by 
the White Memorial Medical Center Foundation and the Lyman A. Brewer, III Fund, included 
Dr. Hal Dietz from The Johns Hopkins Hospital, discussing "Molecular Genetics of the Marfan 
Syndrome and Related Connective Tissue Disorders," and Dr. Gary Grunkemeier of the Heart 
Institute at St. Vincent Hospital in Portland, Oregon, presenting a "Practical Update on 
Biostatistics for Cardiothoracic Surgeons." Three popular scientific breakfast sessions were 
conducted by Drs. Julie A. Swain, Frederick L. Grover, and James L. Cox. 
This annual meeting realized a very high attendance of 260 physicians and 164 spouses, family 
members, and guests, all of whom enjoyed the scientific and social activities of this meeting. 
At the annual business meeting on Saturday, June 24, 1995, the following were elected to 
Active Membership: 
Salim Aziz, Seattle, Wash. 
Keith D. Flachsbart, San Francisco, Calif. 
Frederick L. Grover, Denver, Colo. 
John A. Hawkins, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Randolph M. Kessier, Albuquerque, N.M. 
Arvind Koshal, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
The following was elected to Honorary Membership: 
Gary Grunkemeier, Portland, Ore. 
The following officers were elected: 
President: 
Vice President: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Historian: 
Councillor-At-Large: 
John H. Lemmer, Portland, Ore. 
James C. McMillan, Modesto, Calif. 
Michael B. Pliam, Daly City, Calif. 
Aness J. Razzouk, Loma Linda, Calif. 
Edwin E. Vyhmeister, Loma Linda, Calif. 
Richard G. Sanderson, Tucson, Ariz. 
Daniel J. Ullyot, Burlingame, Calif. 
Kent W. Jones, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Winfield J. Wells, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Quentin R. Stiles, Palos Verdes Estates, Calif. 
Donald B. Doty, Salt Lake City, Utah 
The Twenty-second Annual Meeting of The Western Thoracic Surgical Association will be 
conducted June 26-29, 1996, at the Grand Wailea Resort in Wailea, Maui, Hawaii. 
Kent W. Jones, MD, Secretary 
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Announcement of 1996 Annual Meeting 
T he Twenty-second Annual Meeting of The Western Thoracic Surgical Association will be 
held June 26-29, 1996, at the Grand Wailea Resort in 
Maui, Hawaii. The scientific sessions are open to all 
duly qualified physicians. Participation i other Asso- 
ciation activities for members, invited guests, and 
program participants will require payment of a social 
registration fee. Nonmember physicians will be re- 
quired to pay a scientific registration fee of $200 in 
addition to the social registration fee. 
Requests for meeting information 
Meeting registration and hotel registration forms 
will be available in early 1996. Meeting information 
should be requested from: 
The Western Thoracic Surgical Association 
Thirteen Elm Street 
Manchester, Massachusetts 01944 
(508) 526-8330; fax (508) 526-7521 
Material for the program 
Scientific papers will be considered from mem- 
bers and nonmembers. Member sponsorship is not 
necessary. Abstracts of proposed papers must have 
been received by the Program Chairman on or 
before February 15, 1996. Each abstract must be 250 
words or less, should be typed double-spaced onan 
81/2 by 11 inch sheet, and must be accompanied bya 
Transmittal of Abstract Form. 
The body of the abstract should accurately describe 
completed work; contain umerical information about 
the patients, experimental groups, or results obtained; 
and discuss the significance or conclusions that are 
appropriate. Unless specified otherwise, the first 
named author will receive correspondence, give a 
ten-minute presentation of the paper, and close the 
discussion. Abstracts must represent unpublished work 
not previously presented at a major scientific meeting. 
Instructions and Abstract Transmittal Forms are avail- 
able from: 
Pat O. Daily, MD 
The Western Thoracic Surgical Association 
Thirteen Elm Street 
Manchester, Massachusetts 01944 
(508) 526-8330 
Successful essayists must deliver the complete 
manuscript at the time of presentation. The manu- 
script must be in a form acceptable to THE JOURNAL 
OF THORACIC AND CARDIOVASCULAR SURGERY and 
must not exceed 3000 words without illustrations. 
The essay length must be reduced appropriately 
when figures or tables are included. 
Samson Resident Prize Essay 
The Association offers a prize for the best manu- 
script on a topic of interest o thoracic surgeons in 
honor of Paul C. Samson. Candidates for the prize 
must be in a training program in the United States 
or Canada. The one essayist whose abstract, manu- 
script, and presentation are judged most outstand- 
ing will receive a $2000 cash award following the 
presentation fall papers in Hawaii. The conditions 
for abstract submission, presentation, and publica- 
tion as described above will apply. In addition, the 
Samson Resident Prize Essay box in the lower left 
hand corner of the form should be checked. A 
covering letter from the Chief of Service of the 
training program indicating the individual's year of 
training and the proportion of the work performed 
by the resident must be submitted. The authors of 
the abstracts chosen for the program will make up 
the finalists and will be notified by March 29, 1996, 
that they must submit six completed manuscripts for 
review by the Prize Essay Committee. The Prize Essay 
Committee will make its selection following the 
presentation of all papers in Hawaii. 
Application for membership 
Applications for membership n the Association 
must have been received by the Membership Com- 
mittee Chairman o later than March 1, 1996, to be 
considered at the following annual meeting. Appli- 
cants must be sponsored by three members of the 
Association who are not members of the Member- 
ship Committee. Application forms will be issued 
only to sponsoring members. 
Address correspondence to:
Steven Guyton, MD 
Chairman, Membership Committee 
The Western Thoracic Surgical Association 
Thirteen Elm Street 
Manchester, Massachusetts 01944 
(508) 526-8330; fax (508) 526-4018 
Kent W. Jones, MD, Secretary 
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THE AMERICAN BOARD OF THORACIC SURGERY 
Notices 
T he Part I (written) examination will be held at the Atlanta Airport Hilton and Towers, At- 
lanta Airport, Atlanta, Georgia, on February 11, 
1996. The closing date for registration was August 
1, 1995. 
To be admissible for the Part II (oral) examina- 
tion a candidate must have successfully completed 
the Part I (written) examination. 
A candidate applying for admission to the certi- 
fying examination must fulfill all the requirements of 
the Board in force at the time the application is 
received. 
Please address all communications to the Ameri- 
can Board of Thoracic Surgery, One Rotary Center, 
Suite 803, Evanston, Illinois 60201. 
T he American Board of Thoracic Surgery began its recertification process in 1984. Diplomates 
interested in participating in this examination 
should maintain a documented list of their oper- 
ations performed uring the year prior to appli- 
cation for recertification. This practice review 
should consist of one year's consecutive major 
operative experiences. (If more than 100 cases 
occur in one year, only 100 need to be listed.) For 
the two years prior to application they should also 
keep a record of their attendance at approved 
postgraduate medical education programs. A min- 
imum of 100 hours of approved CME activity is 
required. 
In place of a cognitive xamination, candidates 
for recertification will be required to complete 
both the general thoracic and cardiac portions of 
the SESATS VI Syllabus (Self-Education/Self As- 
sessment in Thoracic Surgery). It is not necessary 
for candidates to purchase SESATS VI prior to 
applying for recertification. SESATS VI booklets 
will be forwarded to candidates after their appli- 
cations have been accepted. 
Diplomates whose ten-year certificates will ex- 
pire in 1998 may begin the recertification process 
in 1996. Their new certificate will be dated ten 
years from the time of expiration of their original 
certificate. Recertification is also open to diplo- 
mates with an unlimited certificate and will in no 
way affect he validity of their original certificate. 
The deadline for submission of applications i May 
1, 1996. A recertification brochure outlining the rules 
and requirements for recertification i thoracic surgery 
is available upon request from the American Board of
Thoracic Surgery, One Rotary Center, Suite 803, 
Evanston, Illinois 60201. 
